Romans 1:2-7a—The Power of the Gospel of Grace

In writing this letter to the Romans Paul remindsse Roman
Christians that he is able to write with such atitiidoecause he
has been commissioned by Jesus Christ as the eposiie
Gentiles, under the direction of the Holy Spirit.

As we saw last week his commission did not exclhee
responsibility to be a servant or slave of JesussGlin the sense
that he saw his position before God as one whopueshased by
the blood of Jesus Christ, and therefore one wiiogly
submitted to the will of his new Master and Lord.

Recognizing that he was set apart for the gosp@loaf Paul
continues in Rom 1:2 "the gospel he promised leéfand through
his prophets in the Holy Scriptures..."

We've touched on this before, but Paul again ketstage for this
gospel of God, in that it was not a surprise whies sprung on an
unsuspecting world.

This gospel or good news was spoken of for hundoégears
before this time of Paul's writing to the Romagd the reason
that this is important is that it shows design pagoose in the plan
of God to redeem a lost world.

From all of eternity God planned to send His SaudeChrist to
die for you and me. And as His plan unfolded tbed.would
reveal some of the details through His prophetghat we have
today as the O.T. Scriptures.

Paul refers to these as the holy Scriptures gioehd prophets.
The word holy is the Greek word Hagios which meaorssecrated
or set apart. These are God's very words set fdlte special
purpose of revealing Himself to us and the plarhB®to bring
His people to Himself.

Luke records in Act 10:43 "All the prophets testibout him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgivenéssns through
his name."

When Paul wrote to Titus he said in Tit 1:1-3 "Pauwservant of
God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the fait@ad's elect and
the knowledge of the truth that leads to godlinessfaith and
knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, WwhHBod, who
does not lie, promised before the beginning of tiraed at his



appointed season he brought his word to light thincthe
preaching entrusted to me by the command of Godbauior,"

Paul says that God promised to do this. And Gethdgra faithful
God, came through on His promise by sending His &b Paul
speaks of in Rom1:3.... "regarding his Son, whtodgs human
nature was a descendant of David,"

What makes this Savior unique is that He has niyt@Divine
nature, being God, but a human nature as wellwateborn into
this world as He chose to take on human flesh. Htimean lineage
from which He came was that of David, the formend<of Israel.

People have wondered why Jesus Christ had to beaonan and
dwell among men. The truth of the matter is treat Besus not
come into this world, born of the flesh, we woulidl be
condemned in our sins.

This goes back to the problem in the Garden of Edeen Adam
and Eve rebelled against God. Adam was our reptasee. The
outcome of his test, if you will, would determinereeternal future.

As our representative, he chose to fail the te=iykng the
outcome in advance. God said if you disobey Mewdiusurely
die; not only a physical death, but spiritual deaghwell, in the
sense that man would be eternally separated frer@i@ator.

God set the ground rules right there in the begipiniOne man,
Adam, must represent the entire world, yet to corteexistence,
and the outcome of Adam's choice must be enactedi on
mankind.

In other words, God had to carry out His justicesoriul man.
This was the bad news. But the good news or gaspggbd,
which Paul speaks of in our text, is that in Gqds to buy us
back from His own just sentence of death, the led to send
another human representative to accomplish whétrgteAdam
did not do, which was to obey God perfectly.

This second Adam or second representative had amdier
human being upon whom this death sentence wouéthaeted,
though He was sinless. And so, this man Jesuddvwai fail like
the first. Jesus Christ was the second Adam aeéleon flesh.
As our representative He was victorious, and a#t éogus He
gives us the victory, and that victory is eteriifal Wwith Himself.
But that gift can only be received by faith as webeace Jesus as
Lord and Savior.



Rom 5:16-19 "Again, the gift of God is not likeethesult of the
one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin aoddint
condemnation, but the gift followed many trespassesbrought
justification. For if, by the trespass of the onanndeath reigned
through that one man, how much more will those veoeive
God's abundant provision of grace and of the difighteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Chrisinggquently, just
as the result of one trespass was condemnatiailfioren, so also
the result of one act of righteousness was juatifi that brings
life for all men. For just as through the disobedw of the one
man the many were made sinners, so also througbbibdience of
the one man the many will be made righteous."

Jesus Christ clothed with humanity has become uhstgute, yet
without sin. 2Co 5:21 "God made him who had motsibe sin
[Or be a sin offering] for us, so that in him weghi become the
righteousness of God."

But to simply be a man could not satisfy the eteweght of the
sin which has separated us from God. To go t@sscand
sacrifice yourself, die as a man, and rot in ttesgrdoes nothing
for anyone.

To forgive sin and the effects of sin which arettieaur
representative must be able to overcome sin inyevay, not the
least of which is victory over the grave, whichihe curse of sin.

And so Paul continues in Rom 1:4 "and who throtighSpirit of
holiness was declared with power to be the Sonaaf KB/ his
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord."

In verse 3 we see the humanity of Jesus as He evrasobthe seed
of David. In verse 4 we see the Divinity or Goddad Jesus.
This is why we have the expression that Jesudlysrhan and
fully God.

Only God can forgive sin. And so for Jesus to ithang less
than God He would fall eternally short of having #uthority to
forgive us of our sin through His obedience whigbkt Him to the
cross for us.

We get a glimpse of this in Mar 2:3-12 "Some mame, bringing
to [Jesus] a paralytic, carried by four of theninc® they could not
get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they madeeming in the
roof above Jesus and, after digging through itel@d the mat the
paralyzed man was lying on. When Jesus saw fiadi;, he said



to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiverNow some
teachers of the law were sitting there, thinkinghtemselves,
"Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blasphegh \WWho can
forgive sins but God alone?" {I'm sure they haaldh 43:25 in
mind which says, "I, even I, am he who blots ouiryo
transgressions, for my own sake, and rememberssyosino
more.} Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit thas thas what
they were thinking in their hearts, and he saithtan, "Why are
you thinking these things? Which is easier:ap t® the
paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven,' or to say,t@p, take your mat
and walk'? But that you may know that the SoMah has
authority on earth to forgive sins...." He saidHe paralytic, "I
tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." Heugo took his
mat and walked out in full view of them all. Thisiazed everyone
and they praised God, saying, "We have never seghiag like
this!"

Only God can forgive sins which is precisely whgukeChrist can
forgive us our sin. He is God come in the fle3lhis was an
awesome thing to Paul, who understood that Jestist@o
stopped him in his tracks on the road to Damaseas,in fact the
very God the Scriptures spoke of throughout thee.T.

But to demonstrate that Jesus was not just anotbgyr dying for
a cause, our Lord proved His Godhood by raisinmftioe dead
with power according to the Spirit of holiness.

The crucifixion would have meant absolutely nothivagl not
Jesus come out of the tomb. 1Co 15:17 "And ifis€€hras not
been raised, your faith is futile; you are stillyour sins."”

There has been debate as to how Jesus was rasethi dead.
Did the Father raise up the Son of God? Well,auld seem so
according to Paul in Gal 1:1 "Paul, an apostled-set from men
nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Fatlter raised
him from the dead--"

Others would have us believe that it was the HalyitSof God
who raised Christ from the dead. Again, Paul &sdhe quoted.
Rom 8:11 "And if the Spirit of him who raised Jedtom the
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ frora thead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spivitho lives in
you."

Still others believe that Jesus raised Himself ftbendead. After
all Jesus tells us in Joh 10:17-18 "The reasorratlger loves me



is that | lay down my life--only to take it up agai No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. | haugthority to
lay it down and authority to take it up again. Teenmand |
received from my Father."

We also read in Joh 2:18-21 "Then the Jews dendaaoidaim,
"What miraculous sign can you show us to prove yihority to
do all this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroytémgple, and |
will raise it again in three days.” The Jews reg/i"It has taken
forty-six years to build this temple, and you aoéng to raise it in
three days?" But the temple he had spoken of vedsdaly."

So, who raised Christ from the dead? The answauite simple.
God. 1Co 6:14 "By his power God raised the Looshf the dead,
and he will raise us also."

The Father is God; the Son, Jesus is God; and ehe$pirit is
God. God raised Him. Don't be confused, thera'atieree Gods.
There is only one God, who is in three persons.

It's a mystery, so don't hurt yourselves tryindgigare out that
which is infinite. God is one. And with all powand authority
He has brought Christ back from the dead so thahigét have
life.

By the way, since we're on this subject, therelawee who believe
that Jesus only came into existence at His bipttor to that He
didn't exist. Jesus Christ, who is God, has edifteall of

eternity. He simply took on flesh in time.

Joh 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and thedWeas with
God, and the Word was God.

Joh 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his chgedimong
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the Orte@nly, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth."

In Christ's resurrection we see the power of Godhis
undisputed power we see that when Jesus say'sIHengive us
our sin, He not only extends the invitation, He trespower to act
on it.

Lots of people make promises. But when all is said done, no
one in this world is totally reliable, preciselydagise we are only
human and our future is in the hand of God.

But Christ has all authority. And in this authoriie gives grace.
Grace is simply that which God gives to us whicheof us



deserve because we have rebelled against our Lardalvation is
the result of God's grace. And even the gifts exelas believers
in Jesus Christ are gifts of grace.

Rom 1:5 "Through him and for his name's sake, weived grace
and apostleship to call people from among all teet{es to the
obedience that comes from faith."

Paul understood that His salvation was only becatiSod's
grace. He didn't deserve it. But he also undedstbat his
appointment from God to be an apostle was becduSeds
grace. He didn't deserve that either.

You and | may deserve nothing from God, but in gtesce He has
given us everything. And grace, being a gift, gifawhich is not
to be put on a shelf to collect dust.

The gift we have in Christ is to be used by the @owf His Holy
Spirit Who enables us to utilize the gift in us.e\&s believers
have the gift of eternal life and the gifts of grawhich include the
spiritual gifts God has given each one of His dleifg so that we
might encourage one another and build each other Gprist, so
that we may be effective servants of our Lord arastdr.

But the grace of God is never separated from Hisneand to us
to obey and then to walk in that obedience by faith

Notice again what verse 5 says.... "Through himfantis name's
sake, we received grace and apostleship to callipémm among
all the Gentiles TO THE OBEDIENCE THAT COMES FROM
FAITH."

All men are commanded to obey God. God's call edadnce
goes out to the world, ‘Repent of your sins and to My Son by
faith for the forgiveness of your sins and liferad.” This was the
call that Paul extended to the Gentiles.

Men are to obey that call. But men choose to rebsl like Adam
and Eve. And so much of the world does not oligyt of those
who obey the call to repent and believe by faitltedience does
not come to an end for us.

Obedience is inferred from the fact that we havew Lord, the
Creator of heaven and earth, who desires we walrding to His
will, not ours. And so for Paul his obediencedsuk Christ didn't
end with him believing Christ, he continued his dieace by
being the apostle Christ called him to be. Butdtiedience wasn't



characterized by him kicking and screaming likénigddowho wants
nothing to do with cooperating with his parents.

Because he understood that Christ first loved hisigdesire was to
love Christ through obedience. Whatever the Loathted of Paul

he gladly did what Christ wanted of him. But hd diin the grace
and power of the Spirit by faith.

Even Jesus says in Mat 7:21 "Not everyone whe gayne,
'Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven, lmnly he who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven."

What Jesus is stating here in this text, is thraphr saying that
you have believed is much different than actuadliydying in your
Lord and Savior, which is characterized by a lifédowing
obedience to the Lord.

A person whose actions are out of accord with eatays he has
believed, must come to grips with the situatiohthéy are simply
saying Lord, Lord and yet do not do the will theHeat who is in
heaven, they must seriously consider whether thepfthe
household of faith.

Paul says in Phi 2:12-13 "Therefore, my dear tiggras you have
always obeyed--not only in my presence, but nowhmaore in
my absence--continue to work out your salvatiorhvgiar and
trembling, for it is God who works in you to wilhd to act
according to his good purpose.”

What he's not saying there is that we can worloautsalvation by
our good works. What he is saying is, that in feadt trembling,
which is reverence for God, we consider what atgygbwe have
in Christ, and to know that outside of Him we atermally lost.

Therefore, let us testify to the world that we @wdé the Spirit of
God in us and walk in obedience to which our Load balled us.
And in the sense that we choose not to walk acogrii His will,
let us fear and tremble that we are grieving they I3pirit.

And if we have no desire to walk obediently aftdri€t then let us
fear and tremble that we do not know Him who hdedais to
Himself, and fear that we may be lost, and trenibline extent
that we would repent and believe and obey our lamdl Savior by
trusting Him alone for salvation.

Paul isn't saying that we, as believers, are t&wealear and
trembling of God, wondering if He's going to squasHike bugs if



we mess up. We have not been given a spirit efdeaf timidity,
but according to 2Ti 1:7 "a spirit of power, of#éand of self-
discipline.”

But if the power and love and self-discipline aom+existent, so
that a person does not have a desire to walk ofiylegfter Christ
by faith, then that person must be fearful thay tthe not belong to
God.That kind of fear is healthy. Because it'$ fear which
causes us to flee to the God who forgives us bygkise and
enables us to love Him and serve Him.

But, | believe that Paul is also saying it is ggod¢onduct a self-
check to see if we as believers are walking obélyiafter our
Lord, and if not then we must repent and returthéograce which
we have in Christ, keeping this one thing in mind .

Rom 1:6 "And you also are among those who aredatl belong
to Jesus Christ."

What a privilege, to be called by God. What Padslhere is to
remind the Roman Christians that what God has fmmam he
has done for them. The word "called", which is usederse one,
is the exact same word he uses here in verse 6.

Rom 1:1 "Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, CALLEDbe an
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God--..."

Rom 1:6 "And you also are among those who are (AR lto
belong to Jesus Christ."

We have a tendency to elevate someone like thdlapgaul to the
point where we can't relate to his relationshighv@hrist. The fact
of the matter is, that you and | have receivedstirae calling from
God as did Paul.

We may not have the same gifts and responsibilitieswe have
the same God who has given us the same commisstboadl
which is to be His witness wherever we are. We'thre called” of
Jesus Christ, and we should never forget thafadty Paul prayed
for the Ephesian church so that they would nevegefiothe great
salvation they had.

He said in Eph 1:18 "I pray also that the eyegoir heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hopehah he has
CALLED you, the riches of his glorious inheritanoehe
saints,19 and his incomparably great power forlus believe...."



Paul speaks of this calling to Timothy in 2Ti 1:8-"So do not be
ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed ofisiprisoner.
But join with me in suffering for the gospel, byetpower of God,
who has saved us and CALLED us to a holy life-imetause of
anything we have done but because of his own paraod grace.
This grace was given us in Christ Jesus beforédigenning of
time, but it has now been revealed through the apg of our
Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death asmbrought life
and immortality to light through the gospel.”

When God called us to Himself, He had great plansi$ and still
does. But He desires we obey Him, as to thisragllvith loving
hearts, not kicking and screaming like we sometides

What should help us to want us to love our Lordides a way
that shows our obedience to Him is what Paul sharBem 1:7
"To all in Rome who are LOVED BY GOD and CALLED e
saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Fatigfrom the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

The KJV and the NAS uses the phrase "beloved of Gétle idea
here is that God has loved us dearly, unconditipndaul says to
the Romans and to us, "you have all been deargddy God and
He has called you to be His saints.”

The word saint here is the same word in the Gnebich we saw
in verse 2, when Paul spoke of the Holy ScripturBise word holy
and the word saint are both Hagios in the Greek.

We have been called for a purpose. That purpasels holy as
unto the Lord. Now, aside from the moral implicat, which we
must not ignore, the word also means consecrag¢dpsart for a

special work.

We are to be consecrated in the sense that westaddrthat our
lives, which were purchased by Christ, are to basiele for a
holy purpose, a consecrated work for our God.

God doesn't set anything aside for a holy purposess He
actually desires to use it for a special purpdsed yet, we often
go through life just being mediocre about our adi# towards this
calling from God.

We are His saints, His consecrated and holy oradiggdcto
Himself and beloved by God. What a great God wehdo we
see Him as great and worthy, or do we see Him@Gsdaof
convenience whom we call upon only when thingsgegh?



Never take Him for granted. He never takes ugfanted. He
continually loves us, and calls us to Himself, witie express
purpose of using us as vessels which are to beecmated for His
will and His good pleasure.

I've shared this verse with you on several occasitlhend with it.
It's not intended to puff us up. But it is desigmegbut our life with
God into perspective, and encourage us to rejbiaeGod has
graciously bestowed His love on us for the highirglof being
His ambassador in this world.

1Pe 2:9 "But you are a chosen people, a royasihoed, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you mayaideche praises
of him who called you out of darkness into his werfdl light."

Declare Him with gratitude in your hearts, and wiib
understanding that it is only by God's grace thatane who we
are, and that we have so great a salvation in J&sust. May our
obedience be motivated by our love for Him, knowiingt He first
loved us. And may our obedience be shown as weoreHis
Spirit who enables to walk after His will, accorgdito His word,
for His glory.



