1Corinthians 1:5-9 You Lack Nothing in Christ

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 * | thank my God always concerning you for
the grace of God which was given you in Christ desthat in
everything you were enriched in Him, in all speacld all
knowledge,® even as the testimony concerning Christ was
confirmed in you,” so that you are not lacking in any gift,
awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jeshs€, ® who

will also confirm you to the end, blameless in tiag of our Lord
Jesus Christ? God is faithful, through whom you were called into
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

As we've seen over the last couple weeks thisrleggins with an
encouragement to these Corinthian believers toideng/hat
Christ has given them in the way of grace; a grwalaeh results in
a gift of eternal life to all who would receivehy faith in the One
who purchased this gift for us, Jesus Christ.

This is why Paul was so excited, because he washwagt the
grace of God in action as the Lord extended tdeaand immoral
people in Corinth the same gift of eternal life ¢ve to Paul. He
knew he didn’t deserve it any more than these gedpid so, he
recognizes this grace and give thanks to God, mtighit sense he
worships the living God who is the life-giver.

This is the basis upon which Paul can begin tlierdevith such
encouragement. He’s excited that God is workinthénlives of
these people and he just wants these Corinthiagstta handle on
the gift they possess in Christ so that their agipt®n will be the
result of their understanding.

This, by the way, is one of the reasons we stud\Sttriptures.

We study them to grow in our relationship with &@avior. You
see, Christ has called us to be servants. Butssimle grow and
mature in this gift of eternal life we will alway® the one’s on the
receiving end instead of being able to give backhaist in the
form of service to the saints and the world.

There’s nothing wrong with receiving, but we certgidon’t want
to spend the rest of our lives in Christ beingigpt babies. Paul
would have us realize that it’s time for all Chiasis to grow up
and become responsible members of this Kingdomhiohwve've
been called in Christ.



In fact, as Paul continues in this letter, as waekk this morning, he
wants us to realize that the reason we've beemgyifes and grace
in Christ is so that we can use those gifts tdogreefit of the body
and to the glory of Christ. He mentions this whiting to the
Ephesian church.

EPH 4:11-15 *“It was he who gave some to be apmsiteme to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some tosterpand
teachers, to prepare God's people for works efcgrso that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all readtity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and becowutei s,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness lofisI. Then we
will no longer be infants, tossed back and forththeywaves, and
blown here and there by every wind of teachinglaythe cunning
and craftiness of men in their deceitful schemimgidad, speaking
the truth in love, we will in all things grow uptmhim who is the
Head, that is, Christ.”

To be given life and yet not grow in that life is@ntradiction to
what life is all about, just as it would be if adyaborn into this
world never got beyond the milk stage and stayeithfamt,
physically, for the rest of his life.

This is what Paul is dealing with. He’s dealinghna people who
have been given every opportunity to grow. He’'didgawith
those who have life and yet don’t appreciate tir@tind have
decided to live on both sides of the fence.

When you truly treasure this most beloved possessieternal
life in Christ, then the way you live that life owtll begin to
manifest itself to God'’s glory and this is what Piawabout to
bring to light in our text.

In verse four he was thankful that they receivezigame life he
received and now he’s about to describe some df¢hefits of
this grace.

1CO 1:5-6 “For in him you have been enriched iargway - in
all your speaking and in all your knowledge - bessaaur
testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.”

What Paul is saying here is that these people hagr made rich.
That's what the word enriched implies. No, Ed Mdida didn’t
knock on their doors and give them the 10 milliatat
sweepstakes prize. They have actually been madk riahner
than that.



The wealth they receive cannot be eaten up by wotlestroyed
by rust or be burned up at the end. The richegpbssess are
eternal in nature, which make them eternally maieable. Jesus
touches on this when writing to the church in Srayrn

REV 2:8 "To the angel of the church in Smyrna &irithese are
the words of him who is the First and the Or wéat a man give
in exchange for his soul?” (MAT 16:26)

So what if Howard Hughes was one of the wealthies in the
world. So what, if Bill Gates has an empire sectindone as he
controls and sets the standard for communicatiom@sigh
computers.

Contrary to popular belief the one who dies wité thost toys,
does not win. To compare the wealth of this warith the wealth
we have in Christ is like trying to compare a clsilékmon-aid
stand to wealth which is traded everyday on the Nevk Stock
Exchange. And even that comes infinitely shorvbat wealth we
possess in Christ.

But we must be careful not to compare the wealtthisfworld
with the kind of wealth we have in Christ. We wope
exchanging dollars in heaven. We won't be tryingmpress each
other with big houses and fast cars.

The wealth our Lord speaks of is a wealth of immeasle value
because it is a wealth in life itself, becauss @ wealth in the One
who is the maker of heaven and earth, the lifergivend the irony
is that this One who is life, is the same One wawegus life that
we may have this gift which is beyond any wealthoae have in
this world.

2CO 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord JeShsist, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he becarog po that you
through his poverty might become rich.”

When Paul tells us that Christ was rich, he alludebe glory and
the power He had on His throne before humbling Heifite
become a man to live among us. And yet, becaubksdiumbling
Himself, even unto death on the cross, we now vedsie riches
which He offers in a relationship with the livingp@ as we will be
with Him forever in His kingdom.

JAM 2:5 “Listen, my dear brothers: Has not Godsgrothose
who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rickaith and to
inherit the kingdom he promised those who love Him?



This is the way in which we have become enriche@hnist, but it
doesn’t mean that it won’'t have immediate consegegand
benefits even in this life for the believer.

1CO 1:5 “For in him you have been enriched in gweay - in all
your speaking and in all your knowledge -...”

What does Paul mean by the phrase, “in all youalspg and in
all your knowledge -...”? Well, this is in relatid¢o the gift God
has given these people, these very same peoplaliWma out
later, who are in many cases abusing the gifts\bkegceived.

Paul gives us some insight into what he meansihehas first
letter by writing on this subject in his seconddeto the
Corinthians.

2CO 8:7 “But just as you excel in everything faith, in speech,
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in yaue for us - see
that you also excel in this grace of giving.”

Here in the context Paul is encouraging these \mieto give
from their pockets to the blessing of those Judsamts who do
not have anything because of persecution. Buputethat in the
context of the spiritual wealth they possess.

And in a sense, with that comparison, Paul measaydhat just
as you can give monetarily because you actuallggxssit, you
can also give spiritually with what you possess.

And so, the gifts which God gives are meant to$edu They are
meant to bless those in the body of Christ as agethose in the
world who need this gift of eternal life in ChrisAnd so, when we
talk about the enriching of speech we must plageits proper
context to mean that it is tied to the speech weus to edify one
another and bring the gospel to the world.

You don’t need to be a seasoned saint of many yeais this.
Once you have received Christ by faith you immesdiyadire given
gifts. Notice what Paul says in verse four.

1CO 1:4 “l always thank God for you because ofgnace given
you in Christ Jesus.”

This was given to them, past tense. They may eatsing them to
God’s glory but it doesn’t mean they don’t presgptbssess these
gifts. Every believer in this room this morningsgiven gifts by
Christ the moment you came to faith in Him.



Admittedly, some of these gifts will be developagtioa lifetime
to be used at a point where they will become maceraore
effective as we use the means to grow in the graGrist.

As I've mentioned on a variety of occasions, thed.gave me the
gift of teaching many years ago when | first camélim by faith.
But that particular gift was not able to be useefésctively until |
began to couple it with the one thing which is Mitause it; a
knowledge of the Scriptures.

As | grew in the knowledge of the Scriptures thed_allowed me
to use that gift. After gaining a little knowledbased it in a
relatively small way for some years. But, afteramstudy the
Lord opened up bigger doors to walk through wheoeentives
would be effected.

If I had never opened the word of God that gifiNdonever have
been as effective. And yet part of the gift, | bed, is the desire
that God gives to be in the word and to study thwie idea of
sharing it with others.

And so to be enriched in Christ, which includeseheching of
our speech and knowledge, is a gift which is méabe used and
practiced. You don’t need the gift of knowledgetlo gift of
evangelism to utilize the general gifts of speeuth knowledge.

In fact, we are all to be utilizing these richesnfr Christ for the
benefit of the body. This is what the writer ofldiews tells us.

HEB 10:23-25 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope profess,
for he who promised is faithful. And let us coreithow we may
spur one another on toward love and good deedsid rot give
up meeting together, as some are in the habitiofgdbut let us
encourage one another - and all the more as yotned2ay
approaching.”

In other words, we must use our speech and knowlealgdify the
body so that the body can be built up to use tiéis to in turn
edify others as well. But because of the relatigns/e have in
Christ every single one of us has (present teigeability as well
as the privilege and responsibility to do this.

What Paul is saying in our text is that you alrepdgsess these
riches in Christ because of His mercy and graceneldd to you
which you received by faith in Him alone.



No true believer in Christ can say that they passesgifts from
God or that they don’t have the ability to use weat gifts they
do possess. Whether you're one day in the Lo2boyears in the
Lord, Jesus Christ can use you and has gifted yte ta servant
and a blessing to the body of Christ.

Your level of usefulness may be different at ang tme, but your
potential is only limited by your desire to be used to grow in
Christ as you submit to the Lord and the means Bliegided to
grow in this relationship.

This is why Paul makes such an issue of how eadopen the
body is essential to the rest of the body, evahimvery letter to
the Corinthians.

1CO 12:12-18;27 “The body is a unit, though imade up of
many parts; and though all its parts are many, thiey one body.
So it is with Christ. Now the body is not madeaipne part but
of many.If the foot should say, "Because | am nbaad, | do not
belong to the body," it would not for that reas@ase to be part of
the body. And if the ear should say, "Because hatan eye, | do
not belong to the body," it would not for that reasease to be
part of the body. If the whole body were an eykere would the
sense of hearing be? If the whole body were arwdate would
the sense of smell be?But in fact God has arratigegarts in the
body, every one of them, just as he wanted thebetNow you are
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a phaitt"o

Paul wants these Christians to realize what thegeptly possess,
not to think that maybe years down the road theyoomsider how
such gifts will be a part of their lives and howsaime future date
they can begin to utilize them.

No. They are a part of the body today and they fivenbody as
God has made each one a very special part foryaspecial
reason.

And now Paul is encouraging these saints by sayaighe
recognizes the work God has done in them and iheré¢fey
should be living as the saints and sanctified ¢hasthey
presently are. This ispartly what he means whesalys, “because
our testimony about Christ was confirmed in yo(d'CO 1:6)

The word confirmed in the Greek suggests to make, #stablish,
make sure. In other words, Paul is saying, I'enshe fruit of the
Spirit in your lives. And because there has beeit yiou therefore



are of the Spirit. You’ve been confirmed in the viag Spirit has
worked in your lives.

But this is to add more conviction because thobgtfiuit of the
Spirit has been evidenced to some extent in tles lof these
Corinthians it doesn’t mean they can now take atiac from

God and coast the rest of their lives by doingdhinontrary to His
word and will, which is what we’ll see these peopkre doing.

Paul is saying, you've been given everything ini§hiyou've
been given His Spirit, His grace, His gifts and e and yet you
snub the faith with recent your actions. Considewx lyou dishonor
the One you claim to have received as Lord anddBavi

And yet Paul is always the encourager. Look ase@t.

1CO 1:7 “Therefore you do not lack any spiritué gs you
eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be rexeal

Because the testimony concerning Christ in the@diat one point
proved them to possess this eternal life in theddaRaul says,
they don’t lack anything. There’s no excuse tg 48y just too
hard to live this new life in Christ.” It's jusb®d hard to walk away
from the temptations of this world.’

Paul says, ‘no, you've got every good gift from abdand the Lord
knows what you need to live unto Him. The Lord kisatve grace
and strength you need and He can supply all theegrau need to
go forward in this relationship to His glory.’

There’s no excuse to sit on the side of the roaitivgafor the race
to end, or to begin walking in the other directlmectause the old
life was easier to deal with. Paul is saying thathave a
responsibility to use the grace and the gifts wégen given in
Christ to not only run the race but to finish tloaise.

But even that aspect of our salvation God will leatve to our own
strength. The perseverance we need will not deparalr
intestinal fortitude, but on the One who has calledo Himself
and who expects us to walk in His ways.

1CO 1:8 “He will keep you strong to the end, sattyou will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

You mean we don’t have to go it alone? You bditdieve it.
Don't ever think that the One who loved us enougtié of the
cross for the penalty for our sins has somehowihdstest in us
now that we’'ve been adopted into His family.



More than ever His love and grace are being ladgreus. In
fact, that's the way Paul put it when writing t@ tBphesians.

EPH 1:7 “In him we have redemption through hisoblothe
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riabfeSod's grace8
that he lavished on us with all wisdom and undeditey.”

There is nothing the Lord won't do to enable ubriag glory to
His name and to be effective servants and childrétis kingdom.
We don't have to wilt every time a trial comes @y, or give up
and return to the old ways.

All strength comes from God and continues to coramfHim as
we seek Him and submit to Him trusting that Hehiss Almighty

God who loves us and will never abandon us. | itve¢ phrase

we read in verse 8 of our text.

1CO 1:8 “He will keep you strong to the end,...”

The word strong in verse 8 is the exact same wothe Greek we
find in verse 6 which spoke of being confirmed stablished in
Christ.

What Paul means in verse 8 is that God will make gau are
established and confirmed in Him to the very enel vl not let
you go. And for that reason He will supply theestgth and power
we need to endure and persevere to the end. Tish@asame
message he wrote to the Ephesians.

EPH 3:16-21 | pray that out of his glorious rishtee may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in yowner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts througthfafnd | pray
that you, being rooted and established in love, haase power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide lamgy and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know tbielthat surpasses
knowledge - that you may be filled to the measdralldhe
fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do inaserably more
than all we ask or imagine, according to his pothat is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Bhdesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen

It's when, as Paul says, that we “grasp how widtlang and high
and deep is the love of Christ,and to know thielthat surpasses
knowledge - that [we may] may be filled to the meaf all the
fullness of God.”



Many Christians are waiting for a magic wand tonaéved over
them before they begin to walk and follow Christoldiheartedly.
Paul is saying, get a glimpse of what Christ hesaaly given you
and grasp it in such a way that you begin to seattesome gift
you've been given in Christ, and then you'll betprunderstand
the power of God and the love that surpasses knimpsle

And at that point we will begin to experience whas to be filled
to the measure of the fullness of God. There isreviage begin to
walk on a level road instead of always finding @lwss in the
valley one day and on the mountain the next.

God will supply all the power we need to accomptiss because
He has a vested interest in our spiritual well-geiAfter all, we
are His children in Christ and He desires for ushime for Him.

He is the One who began this good work in us anevilenake
sure He finishes it in us as well. This is where @nfidence
comes from and in fact that’s exactly the way Raus it when
writing to the Philippians.

PHI 1:4 “In all my prayers for all of you, | alwayray with joy5
because of your partnership in the gospel fronfiteeday until
now,6 being confident of this, that he who beggoad work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day Ghrist Jesus.”

And so, as the end of verse 8 in our text says, W@baonfirm us
and we will be found blameless in the day of ourdLéesus Christ.
Our blamelessness is found in the righteousne€hosét, today
and for all eternity. And because of that we stidudpe in His
coming, knowing that we will stand before Him nailty.

Can we count on God to bring us to Himself? Yotidvédelieve
it.

1CO 1:9 “God, who has called you into fellowshiphahis Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.”

And because He is faithful, we must be found faithd seek Him
and follow Him and love Him all of our days, becale first
loved us. Is that reason enough to honor Him withlives? |
hope so, because we have an awesome God whoselaeis
beyond anything we can begin to imagine. And ystréal
because He is a faithful God who cannot lie.

HEB 10:23 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope pvefess, for
he who promised is faithful.”



1TH 5:23-24 “May God himself, the God of peacectiy you
through and through. May your whole spirit, soull &ody be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Chiiike one who
calls you is faithful and he will do it.”



